Our knowledge, at all levels of information, on the relationships of ticks with wild fauna is sparse. There is a need for greater understanding of these facets if we are to understand the transmission of disease to wild vertebrates. The following levels of information required are outlined: (a) the behaviour of the ticks on the host before feeding, (b) the feeding process, (c) the host reaction at the level of tissue response, (d) parasite induced resistance mechanisms of the host to repeated tick infestation, (e) the temporal occurrence of ticks, (f) the regulating factors controlling tick populations, (g) the population dynamics of the host and (h) the susceptibility of hosts to trans-species transmitted pathogens.
INTRODUCTION
The range of interactions between ticks and their hosts is varied and the activities of these arthropods during the process of obtaining their meal may subject the host to minimal inconvenience, acute irritation, or cause it to suffer severely from blood loss or from the effects of toxins introduced during feeding. The discrepancy between the potential yields of larvae from the large egg masses laid by each female, and the actual numbers of larvae affixing to hosts might be due to (i) a high mortality of larvae within or during emergence from the egg mass,
(ii) that successful hatching is followed by a failure of larvae to find hosts, (iii) that having attached on certain areas of the body they are removed 
